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for meeting this particular danger has been to re-
move the blacks in a body, and plant them again in
Central Africa. To carry out this proposal, how-
ever, in an equitable and humane way, would mean
an expenditure of many hundred millions ; a sum so
vast that only the United States could compass it;
and that even the United States might well demur
to the cost It is easy to suppose, however, that a
body of Southern statesmen, keenly interested in this
particular subject, might sketch the outlines of a
feasible plan, and force it upon the attention of the
community. Is it not also reasonable -to assume
that they would be met with very strong opposition ?
The Northern and Western States have only a
remote interest in clearing the country of the negro.
Some persons believe that the negro is a valuable
element in the community, and others that he is at
least indispensable for certain kinds of labour. The
results of the last census would be appealed to, to
show that the coloured race is not increasing- at any
disproportionate rate ; and it would be argued that
in proportion as he was civilised, would his increase
be slower still. The impossibility of transporting
8,000,000 of human beings across the Atlantic, and
establishing them in new homes, would be pleaded.
The probabilities are that a scheme for doing
effectually, what it is now almost too late to do at
all, would be debated, and voted down into the
establishment of a new Liberia ; and would have no
more noticeable effect than to make the fortunes of
a few contractors.

Again, let us assume a statesman to be convinced
that the present tendency to an increase of State
action is perilous to individual liberty, and to the